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Message from the Editor
Hello members
You have already been notified of the need for a
2nd AGM for Benalla Auto Club and can also read
the article on page 8.
So keep October 14—7:30 pm free and hopefully
we will see you at the AGM!
It would be great to meet you all
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Happy reading

Glenys Collins
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
By Barry Stilo…..
The BAC Committee has been busy with a wide range of issues
over the past few months, all focused on making continual
improvements to our club and our businesses. You will have already been notified
and you can read elsewhere in pitstop regarding the re-running of the Annual
General Meeting of the club. As a volunteer committee we can only apologise for
this situation, we believed we had all the measures in place to ensure we complied
with our new constitution based on the model rules as set by Consumer Affairs. As
soon as we were made aware, the Committee sought advice and arranged the new
AGM. Under our new constitution we require 10% of our membership to have a
quorum for Annual General Meetings and with over 500 members now – we need
you to attend!
The main BAC Committee now has three sub committees, a business management
committee, a social committee and a competition committee. This has been very
successful in having particular Committee members focus on an area of interest or
skill set and then provide a monthly report back to the main BAC Committee. We
are getting through our Committee meetings much more efficiently with all
members being well informed as to all the clubs activities.
Its great to see the continual improvements around the Club, Winton in
particular but I also know of many good things happening at Wakefield
Park. Always remember that we are a club and you as members have a voice so
please email members@benallaautoclub.com.au tell us what you like, tell us what
we can do better. We look forward to hearing from you!

Cheers
Barry

Barry Stilo
President
Benalla Auto Club

REPORT FROM THE CEO
Hi Members,
Our businesses in the motorsport industry continue to go from strength to
strength with feedback from our customers on us being flexible, co-operative and
easy to deal with. This has been a real focus for us and I congratulate Matt,
Russell, Wayne and their teams for turning around our brand’s image.
You may have seen some media we did for Wakefield Park in the Goulburn Post
and online, just highlighting the information gathered in the economic impact
assessment and the benefits of visitor spending and jobs that Wakefield Park brings to
the region. This has had a really positive effect with many positive comments and feedback from
business owners in Goulburn and how they benefit. It has also been really nice to hear from customers
about how much they like our tight and technical little circuit and how important it is to motorsports
in NSW. We do have some challenges with noise, but we are working closely with consultants, council
and residents to make sure everyone’s needs are accommodated and we look forward to agreeing a plan
moving forward in the next few months.
It was great to see Rally Cross at Winton’s speedway day in July, another fantastic class of motorsport
that is undergoing a revival and it’s great that we can be a part of that. The weather gods have not
been kind to us with the Festival of Speed all but rained out on the Sunday – a real shame and
somewhat of a surprise as the north east’s winter had been so dry – but we all know the best way to
break a drought is to have a motor race!!
I have been fortunate to be able to meet with representatives from Bathurst Council, Sydney Motorsport
Park, Morgan Park Raceway in QLD and the new owners of Mallala and developers of The Bend – the
new circuit at Tailem Bend in SA. All great motorsport people who share our passion for all things
automotive and a genuine desire to see things develop for the better for the industry across the
country. I look forward to working with them more in the future as we work together on varies projects
as they arise.
We were reminded recently of the dangers in our businesses with the incident at Queensland Raceway
and our thoughts go out to, not only the family and friends of the competitors who passed away, but also
to John Tetley and the team that run QR. We are all part of a motorsport family of competitors, officials,
volunteers and spectators and it is always a sad
reminder of the risks in our sport when you see a serious
incident.
On a personal note – we completed our first farm fence, with
some help from the experts – it’s even straight!
But it was pretty cold out there at 7am!

Until next time
Chris
Chris Lewis-Williams
CEO
Benalla Auto Club Group

BATHURST DAY WITH BENALLA AUTO CLUB
The BAC is again hosting a "Bathurst 1000" celebration
on the 7 & 8th of October.
While the main event is on the Sunday, Saturday has plenty to offer as well with other category races and Supercar qualifying.
The festivities will this year be held in our members lounge, and is designed
to bring our members together in a fantastic day of Australian motor racing.
BAC is providing food free of charge to members. Guests are more than welcome, and encouraged to join us in what is planned to be a celebration of
traditional (and some would say tribal) Aussie rivalry. Guests will incur a
nominal charge of $10 p/head to contribute to the cost of catering. Drinks
will be at BAC bar prices for everyone (same as previous years). A selection
of beer, wine, pre mix spirits and soft drinks will be available. No BYO.
Doors will open at 9am Saturday, & 8am Sunday. Each day will conclude at
the end of broadcast, or soon after.
There will be minor prizes and giveaways during the course of the day to
help generate additional excitement and banter.
We hope you will join us & get to know your fellow members and friends.
If you would like to register your interest in participating in this event,
please respond by emailing Rob Hoskins rob.hoskins18@bigpond.com or
phone 0412508258. Please quote your member number and how many
guests you intend to bring. It would be great if you could let us know by 2nd
of October, as this will help us with catering. Please note that all non members (guests) must be associated with a present member, and are the responsibility of that member.
BAC reserves the right to deny entry or eject anyone not behaving in the
spirit of the day. This is intended to be a family event.
Please drink responsibly.
Please pass this information on to fellow members to ensure everyone
knows.
Your BAC Social Club Committee.

HERITAGE GREEN

* Accommodates 10
* Outdoor dining areas
* 3 car undercover parking * Gas & wood heating
* 2 bathrooms
* Fully furnished
* 2 toilets
* BBQ
4 Goomalibee St, Benalla Vic 3672
Www.heritagegreenrentalbenalla.com
Email: heritagegreenrentalbenalla@hotmail.com
03 57624220 , 0448459634 or 0415408062

Another AGM . . . . Why?
You will have by now seen that the Benalla Auto Club (BAC) is having another
AGM and we would like to explain to you why this is happening.
As you know the BAC adopted the model rules with a few modifications at a Special General Meeting on
the 5th March 2016. The model rules are the framework set by the Victorian Governments under which
all incorporated associations run.
The 2015 BAC AGM was well attended on the 4th of June 2016 so there was no thought of a quorum being
reached.
In preparation for the 2016 AGM the Committee arranged for our Auditors to be in attendance for
compliance purposes. On the AGM night on the 27th of May it was noted that a quorum was not reached
and the advice given was that the AGM component of the meeting could proceed but the resolutions put
to modify the constitution could not be voted on. This was how the meeting proceeded and was reported
on in Pitstop.
We were queried by a member and former committee member as to why the AGM proceeded without a
quorum. After investigations with Consumer Affairs Victoria (CAV) we were advised that without a
quorum no part of the AGM could proceed, contrary to the advice we received on the night. We have
written to the member who advised us of the error and thanked them for their interest in the club being
compliant.
As a result we will now have the 2016 BAC AGM on the 14th of October in the Café at Winton Motor
Raceway at 7.30pm. Please show your support of the Club and the Committee by attending the AGM.
Sincerely
The BAC Committee

BENALLA AUTO CLUB AGM
14th OCTOBER 2017
7:30pm in the CAFÉ at Winton Raceway
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RXAus Rallycross Championships
Justin Dowell, Mike Conway and Ron Bustard were the big
winners in round 4 of the RXA Australian Rallycross Championships held at
Winton Raceway on July 15th & 16th.
Justin Dowell won the All-wheel-drive class with an impressive
performance in both the class final and the Superfinal, winning the feature
race ahead of son Troy Dowell and Steve Glenney.
Mike Conway took line honors in the 2wd drive class with Ron Bustard
taking the chequered flag in the Excel class.
It was a great weekend and discussions are already underway with RXAus
organizers who enjoyed a successful debut at Winton Raceway with clear
intentions from both parties to repeat the success and improve on this
year’s event.

James Banks Photography

Speedway Days @ Winton
Winton Motor Raceway held its second Speedway Sprints
backing up on last season’s success with a two day event in July combining
with the first ever appearance of RX Aus at the venue to give motorsport
fans Speedway and Rally Cross across the weekend.
Classes participating in the Speedway Sprints were Street Stocks, Standard
Saloons, V8 Open Sedans and 6 Cylinder Open Sedans with only one winner
from last season backing up to claim the top prize once again, Anthony
Beare the Mount Gambier steerer who took out the top time in the Street
Stocks for the second season running, he did so in the very last session of
the weekend.

James Banks Photography

M

ember Profile
Alan Heaphy

You name it, and chances are Alan Heaphy has been involved in it at
the highest level – from Australian and British Touring Car
Championships, V8 Supercars, Rally, World Sportscar Championship
and more.
The respected mechanic, turned Team Manager was also
instrumental in heading the development of Nissan Motorsport
Australia’s Touring Car program with Fred Gibson.

Kylie King caught up with him to reflect on his career highlights and the role Benalla Auto Club has played
in shaping his love of motor sport.
Tell us about your involvement with Benalla Auto Club?
I’m a Benalla boy, moving there when I was around eight. My dad and I actually went to the first Benalla
Auto Club race meeting at Barjarg, at someone’s farm.
I helped out with a few working bees and then I did some scrutineering at the new track at Winton. We
lived near the Benalla Aerodrome and I used to pedal my bike out and do scrutineering on weekends.
Did these early years with your father spark an interest in motorsport as a career?
Dad was a typical good old mechanic, working on anything from bulldozers to cars. He did a lot of work on
weekends for extra income, helping farmers in the district on the tractors. I’d go with him and help when I
could, and the passion for motorsport grew and grew.
I also think going to that early race meeting and hanging around a bit at George Plumbridge and Ken Cox’s
garage, where they were always building something of a race car to race around Winton when I was a
young – I just had a mechanical interest and couldn’t wait to be a motor mechanic.
You have an impressive CV. If you had to choose some highlights,
what would they be?
To work with Nissan in Europe and be sent back to Australia into a
team like Gibson Motorsport and engineer the car – and work
with the unbelievably talented people we had, was a highlight.
To win Bathurst in 1991 and be the first Japanese manufacturer to
do it for Nissan, with that team of guys was an awesome
experience, it really was.
Getting pole position at the Le Mans 24-hour race in 1990 in one
of the Nissan Group C pro type cars – a few things like that makes
life interesting.
It’s all about trying to do as good a job as you can with what you
have to work with. You’re only as good as the people around you.

You couldn’t choreograph my life any better than it’s been.
If I fall off the perch tomorrow, I’d certainly be one happy
boy with what I’ve achieved.
What are you up to these days?
I set up my own thing at the beginning of 2004 and have
been running it ever since.
We run a lot of customer cars in various events such as
Bathurst 12 hour and 6 hour.
We prepare and build the cars and do a lot of tarmac
rallying for Targa Tasmania, Targa High Country.
We run Team Mitsubishi Ralliart, and when Fred Gibson had
a bad trot I was concerned for him and said ‘okay, let’s do
something’. We’ve been good mates for 100 years, so we
set up Gibson Motorsport again, him and I, so we provide
maintenance and management services.

I think we’ve had any Nissan from 1982 to 1992 - done work
on all of them and still run a couple in the legends of
Heritage Touring Cars series.
What role does Benalla Auto Club play in your life these
days?
The Benalla Auto Club has always been something special to
me. Benalla is my home town, and Winton is sort of my
home track.

If you forget where you come from then you’re in trouble. I
consider Benalla Auto Club and Winton part of my
heritage.
We regularly get up there on the Friday test and tune days
- in fact I’m organising one now. We bring a lot of tarmac
rally cars up there and get them sorted out.

It’s also great to see old friends. We ran into George Fury –
an ex-Nissan driver from way back – he has a little MX5 and
comes down and has a blast in that to keep his eye in, so
you run into a few different people.
It’s a great little race track and there’s good people in there
running it, doing a great job.

IN THE NEWS!

Southern Highland News

Goulburn Post
12-7-17

Hi BAC Members,
I hope everyone has been safe and well since our last edition of
Pitstop.
With some great events held during July and August it was another
feast for the motorsport fraternity.
It all started with the RXA Australian Rallycross Championships held over the weekend of
July 15th and 16th combined with the Winton Speedway Sprints, this was a great weekend
of fun and excitement and what a show they all put on, some great driving and a lot of
positive feedback from all competitors, we will welcome both RXA and the Speedway
fraternity back in 2018 with some exciting additions in store.

Then on the traditional first weekend in August the Festival of Speed returned for
another year, in what was extremely wet and trying conditions it was still a great
success, the driving standards were great and some great racing was witnessed by all,
a huge thanks must go out again to all our valued volunteers who continue to put
themselves out in all weather conditions to allow us all to do what we love, and that is
Race, Spectate and enjoy Motorsport.
On Thursday 17th August the Winton Raceway Corporate centre played host to large
conference of 250 people showcasing ways that the facility can be used, it was a great
success with the company involved already indicating a return in 2018.
Fine and sunny weather greeted competitors for Round 4 of the “Pedders No Bull”
Winton Sprints run on Sunday 20th August with almost 100 entrants lining up. The Sprint
series continues to go from strength to strength with new competitors at every round.
A very exciting addition to Winton Raceway will take up residence on site late in
September, Megafast Karts are set to hit the circuit on a very regular basis and will be
available for corporate hire days, Christmas parties and so much more, so stay tuned for
more details next month.
The next couple of months are going to be busy also with events like PCM (September 15
-17), WMRC Rd 3 with the return of the mighty Super Trucks (Sep 23-24) and the
Inaugural Championship of Winton Races(Oct 21-22).
Until next time!! Stay safe race fans!!

Wayne.

BENALLA AUTO CLUB MEMBERS ONLY FACEBOOK PAGE

2017 Pedders ‘No Bull’ Winton Sprint Series

My first door to door race meeting by Jessica Nicholson
I finally got the courage up to enter Ruby (my race car) into
the Super TT category at MRA round 5 Wakefield Park on
the 2nd July 2017. I have been doing lots of practice this
year at track days and working on being consistent with my
lap times. So I currently do consistent 1:09s which I know is
not fast enough yet but it is consistent. For those that don’t
know me I’m the resident clerk of course at Wakefield Park
and run majority of their major race meetings for the past
4 years. I wanted to be on the other side of the fence for a
change and see what all the fuss was about. My race car is
a Mazda RX8 with a LS1 V8 engine and is logged booked as chance at a good qualifying time then some of the other
a Sports Sedan .We wanted to go for a reliable race car and competitors running slicks!” Dave said… So off I went to
Ruby is definitely that!
qualify.
Woke up to a freezing cold morning at Wakefield Park. It
was minus 8 degrees on the Sunday July 2nd at 7am and the
day didn’t progress much better with temperature. The
water pipes overnight had frozen over and 5 pipes had
burst in amenities at the track.
By the time driver’s briefing was done it was only minus 1
degree and my toes were seriously numb. I was nervous
and hesitant to start. Dave my trusty mechanic and all
round nice guy started to try and get any warmth he could
into Ruby’s components. She definitely doesn’t like starting
in the cold!
I could hear over the PA that it was time for Super TT category to qualify. I was going to be out there with 24 other
maniacs and I wasn’t ready. Dave gave me the trusty pep
talk to calm my flappiness down which worked a treat!
“Jess is just like a track day! Just go out there and be consistent, it’s going to be hard to get temp into the tires but
your running street tires so you will have a much better

I did the whole qualifying session and managed a 1:11.3!!!
That put me in Grid position 8th for Race 1. I was ecstatic at
that result. Couldn’t believe I got into the Top 10 at my first
meeting!
Dave gave me another pep talk before I went to start Race
1” No matter what you do Jess just don’t stall it on the
start!” Dave said. I have never started a race before. I knew
Ruby liked to spin the wheels but didn’t know how much.
Race 1 we were let out and I warmed up my tires and
brakes as much as I could. I had no clue where I was supposed to stop on the grid so I got Dave to grid me for each
race so I didn’t stuff it up. The 5 second board was shown.
I started to bring the revs up. The red light came on and
then off and I dropped the clutch like a champion. Yet I
wasn’t moving. I was still stationary!!! I was doing the biggest burnout on the grid. Ruby started drifting sideways to
the left and all the rev limiter lights were showing on my
dash!!! I selected 2nd gear and she started drifting the other
way but we were getting traction. I was finally away and it

felt like an eternity but was only a couple of seconds. We
dragged raced into Turn 2 and I was in a good position.
We raced for 6 laps and I let John Taylor in the white
Peugeot through in front of me. I was a position down
from where I started. I then had the black BWM pass me
but that was meant to happen as he should of qualifying
in the Top 10 anyway. So I was back to 10th place. In the
4th lap. I was getting closer to the cars in front of me. I got
all shaky in the legs as I couldn’t believe who I was about
to pass. I lined the Blue WRX up and took the inside line
from Turn 9 into Turn 10. I hit the ripple strip on my left
and the Blue WRX stayed out wide. I got him! I had made
my first overtaking pass in race conditions. My legs were
wobbling on the peddles as I came into the kink and braking hard and late in Turn 2. But I made it and I managed to
stay in front for the last 2 laps of the race. I received the
chequered flag and finished in position 9th. I was so excited

until 4 laps in I was preparing to make a pass on the car in
front of me. I was getting as close as possible to make the
overtaking move at Turn 8 but it wasn’t meant to be. The
White BMW left foot braked in front of me mid corner at
Turn 5. The BMW was all over the place in Race 2 and Race
3. I was scared to pass as I have never seen crazy driving
lines like the ones he was using. Instead of going for the
opening and passing I braked mid corner as well and this
unsettled Ruby and we spun out in field on the exit of Turn
5 and once again the whole field passed me. I gather myself
up and continued but once I was back at Turn 3 I was flappy
and unsettled in the car and selected 5th gear again instead
of 3rd and came off the track at Turn 4. I was too busy looking at the leader coming up behind me I wasn’t concentrating. So I decided to button off the pace and come in. I
DNF (did not finish) the last race. But I wasn’t mad I was
slightly shaken up but was in good spirits as the only thing
we had to do with Ruby was clean her all day. Dave
showed me the in car video and told me the White BMW
had understeer issues and that he was left foot braking
everywhere to balance the car. This made me feel better
and will now go for the overtaking move next time there is
a gap.

that I had finished and Ruby was in one piece!
Race 2 was an 8 lap race and I had a better start but still
had lots of wheel spin off the line in 1st gear. Coming into
Turn 3 I selected 5th gear instead of 3rd gear and while I
was trying to find 3rd gear I came off the track at Turn 4
and the whole field passed me. So I gathered myself up and
I had a great day hanging out next to the other MRA comfound the right gear (3rd) and proceed to make up the
petitors. I’ve got a long way to go with my race craft but
ground I had lost on the field with the remaining laps I had.
I’ve caught the racing bug and can’t wait to do it all again at
I managed to pass 7 cars and finished in position 17th.
MRA Round 6 in September at Wakefield Park
Race 3 was a 10 lap race and I had the best start of all with
minimal wheel spin. Dave had told me to hold the handbrake on and bring the revs up and pull the clutch out just
enough that it grabbed the load. I was to pull the clutch out
slowly and increase revs slowly. Which is easier said than
done! The lights went out and I was engulfed by cars from
behind. Some of them take off like rocket ships as I
watched in my rear view mirror. We dragged raced into
Turn 2 and I was holding my line. I was in the thick of it racing hard with the cars around me. I was having a great time
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Downer Safety Conference
On Thursday August 17th Winton Raceway played host to Downer Group for their 2017
“Mission Possible” safety conference which tours the country.
Our corporate centre was set up to seat 240 people with activities throughout the day both inside and outside, it was a great success with Downer already indicating a return in 2018 as
part of the next edition of “Mission Possible”.
Downer took advantage of our wonderful facilities for their conference and our catering crew
Mel and staff were more than happy to oblige!
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Festival of Speed
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Winton 2017
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Denyer praises AASA during his return to racing
By Kylie King
Grant Denyer returned to racing at the Supercars event at Sydney Motorsport Park in August for the first
time since his tarmac rally crash earlier in the year.
Denyer took part in the Australian GT Endurance Championship race, driving an Audi, and said it was only
a matter of time before he would return to the sport he loves.
“It took quite a few months for the body to recover, to be honest,” Grant said.
“It was a pretty big crash and there’s a little bit of processing that needs to be done after a moment like
that.

“It wasn’t really my error, so you can process it quite methodically about what went wrong and it doesn’t
really scare you too much about getting back in the car, but I just wanted to get my body right, and I’m
good now,” he said.
Denyer was also determined to again publicly acknowledge the professionalism and safety of the AASA,
which sanctioned the Lake Mountain Sprint Rally, and Race Solutions Motorsport medical and safety
team.
“I’ve got no issues with the safety of the event and no concerns about their ability to run a good event, I
reckon they do,” Grant said.
“I thought they did a fantastic job. From the moment the accident happened, rescue crews got to us exceptionally quickly, the extraction was very safe and professional, we felt looked after and supported, and
the follow up care after that was always really good.
“They were really good to us.”
With his health back to 100%, there’s no doubt Denyer will
continue to participate in the sport he loves.
“I’ve missed it so much, it’s so good to be back,” he said.

Need a Club Licence?

Take the stress out of your
Motorsport event
Renew or apply online today

Apply
Now

www.aasa.com.au

