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Apply online now to obtain your AASA Officials Licence:  

www.aasa.com.au/accreditation 
There is no fee to apply, and we acknowledge any prior experience you may have had. 

We also take this opportunity to remind our officials that as of 1st August 2017, all 

Victorian Officials will be required to have a valid Working With Children Check. It’s free 

to obtain for volunteers.  

Just visit http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/. 

Once you have received your WWCC, please forward it onto our office to ensure that you can 

continue to participate in AASA Motorsport Events. 

http://www.aasa.com.au/accreditation
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/
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Hi members 

 

Lot’s of action  in this edition,  hope you enjoy 
the pictures! 
 
 

Don’t forget if you have something of interest 
to share in Pitstop send it in to me :  
 
 glenys@benallaautoclub.com.au 
 
 Glenys Collins 

 



PRESIDENTS REPORT 

 

By Barry Stilo….. 

So as we now embark on the second half of the year 

it seems appropriate to reflect on a very busy first 

six months of the year, with race meetings, the 

clubs AGM and motorsport May all completed 

successfully. 

 

The 2018 version of the Benalla Auto Club committee has now met 

twice and we are working well together discussing the issues and 

opportunities that present themselves every month.  As President I 

am very comfortable with the job that Chris and his team are doing 

for our club and at Committee I am constantly surprised with the 

ideas that come from the management team and Committee 

members on how to continue to grow our club and improve the 

things we do.  There are always both supporters and critics but 

I hope as members you now feel you have the opportunity to have 

your opinion heard on where our club is heading. 

 

Although very busy with work I have still found time to perform my 

recovery team duties out in the middle – we spend a lot of time 

discussing the problems of the world over there and I really enjoy 

my time with the volunteers that make up the Winton recovery 

team. 

 

I was very proud to read some of the articles and feedback about 

our Winton Supercars round – we really are the little rural circuit 

punching above our weight and I love being a part of it.  

 

I look forward to seeing you around the Club . . . . .  

 

Cheers 

Barry 

Barry Stilo 

President of Benalla Auto Club 



REPORT FROM THE CEO 
 
 

By Chris Lewis-Williams 

 
With the first half of 2018 now completed in what seems the 
blink of an eye – we focus ourselves on the second half of the 
year.   
 
You may have seen elsewhere that we have started our push for our next 
Supercars contract for 2020 and beyond.  We have requested a 10 year 
agreement as our long term plans require us to invest in infrastructure 
improvements at our venues that will keep Winton in step with other permanent 
circuits, and to make these investments based on only a three year agreement 
just doesn’t make sense.  Our 2019 agreement is already in place with support 
once again from the Victorian Government – but 2020 will be with us before we 
know it! 
 
The team at Winton have had an excellent start to 2018 up in both revenue and 
profit over 2017. 
I congratulate Wayne and his team on their efforts and look forward to the rest of 
the year and the continual improvements to venue presentation we see each time 
we return to Winton. 
 
The expanding team at the AASA continue to grow our licencing and permitting 
business and we have plans to introduce many new products to the market in the 
second half of the year.  It is great to see this new team working together coming 
up with ideas to improve our current products and process and also new product 
ideas to bring to the market.  We continue to use technology and online tools to 
make sure the customer experience is smooth and simple – but if you need help – 
there is a friendly response on the end of the phone or email! 
 
Wakefield Park is soon to go through a management change with Matt 
Baragwanath returning to Melbourne for personal reasons.  We were able to 
attract an excellent pool of talented applicants for the role and have selected an 
excellent candidate with motorsport flowing through their veins, ready to start 
working with the team at Wakefield at the end of July.  
 
Things remain really busy around the Club and tracks over these cold Winter 
months and I look forward to a hectic and successful 2nd half of the year!   

 
Until next time 
 
Chris 
 
Chris Lewis-Williams  
CEO Benalla Auto Club Group 



For Your Information: 
 

Do you have a car registered under the VicRoads Club Permit 
Scheme? 
 

Here is a list of your responsibilities as shown on the VICROADS 
website: 
 

Responsibilities and obligations of club permit holders  
Club permit holders must: 
 
1. Ensure that the vehicle is only used for private use and is not used for 

commercial use 

2. Ensure they are familiar with their particular club’s requirements for club 
permit holders 

3. Ensure they are familiar with the log book requirements 

4. Maintain their vehicles in a manner which ensures that the vehicle is in a 
“safe” condition for use on a highway 

5. Present their vehicle for periodic safety checks if prescribed by their club, or 
in the case of street rods, if prescribed by the Australian Street Rod 
Federation 

6. Maintain financial membership of the club at all times whilst holding a club 
permit 

7. Ensure that the log book and permit is carried in the vehicle at all times the 
vehicle is in use 

8. Ensure that the number plate(s) and windscreen label as issued by us are 
correctly displayed on the vehicle at all times when the vehicle is in use.  

Please take particular note of number 6 — have you renewed your BAC 
membership? 

For more information please go to : 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-permit-
scheme/car-club-permits 

A little bit of history ……. 

CLUB 
PERMIT 



 

* Accommodates 10   
* 3 car undercover parking   
* 2 bathrooms  
* 2 toilets  
* BBQ  

* Outdoor dining areas  
* Gas & wood heating   
* Fully furnished 

HERITAGE GREEN 
 

 

 

 

 
4 Goomalibee St, Benalla Vic 3672 

Www.heritagegreenrentalbenalla.com 
Email: heritagegreenrentalbenalla@hotmail.com 

03 57624220 , 0448459634 or 0415408062 

 

PETER BROCK 
ROAD TO GLORY DVD 

$10 
Call into the Winton office or phone 

57607100 to purchase your  

copy 



 

Contact us today to discuss your advertising needs 

glenys@benallaautoclub.com.au 



 

BAC Member gate 
entry to Winton and 

Wakefield 
If the event you are attending is 

a Winton or Wakefield 
promoted event BAC members 

will receive free gate entry 

Please note however that if the 
promoters of the event are not 
Winton or Wakefield but have 

hired the track you will need to 
pay the entry fee at the gate as 
your BAC membership will not 

get you free entry.  

 

Sharon  

Laurie and 

Kylah  

McFarlane at 

work on the 

merchandise  

Stand at the  

Winton  

Supersprint 
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AMRS Rd 1—Winton 
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Karl Phillipson Optikal Photo Imaging 
Telephone: 03 5757 6330    Web: www.optikal.com.au 

Instagram: @optikalphoto    Facebook: http://fb.me/optikalphoto 



TT Series Points 

Rd 2 



Keith McDonald with the new Winton 

Officials Shuttle bus 

Benalla Auto Club 

Membership 

 

Have you renewed 
your Benalla Auto Club 
membership for 2018? 

 
Do you have friends or 
family that would like to 

join our  
fantastic club? 

 
Contact  

Glenys or Sharon  
03 5760 7100 



Member Profile 
 

Bruce Robertson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You’d be hard pressed to find anyone in motorsport circles that doesn’t know Bruce Robertson, 
considered one of the most significant contributors to the success and growth of the Benalla Auto Club. 

During 23 years as BAC President, and more recently helping steer the AASA on a growth projection, he 
embodies the true spirit of getting things done for the benefit of members and motorsport, even if it 
means ruffling a few feathers along the way. 

Kylie King caught up with him about his journey and passion for the BAC. 

 

Where does your interest in motorsport come from? 

I had an uncle in the 50’s who ran midgets at Newcastle speedway. My father had zero interest in it at 
all, but he took me to the Olympic Grand Prix at Albert Park in 1956, when I was two.  As a kid I was 
mesmerized by movies of pre-war Auto Unions and Benzes racing in the 1930’s. 

I also went to the first race meeting at Sandown when it opened as an eight year old. I recall Masten 
Gregory, an American F1 driver pushing the Cooper down the main straight when it expired on the last 
lap. It was also the meeting where Jane in the Jag and Beachey in the Impala were hitting each other 
going into Dandenong Road corner.  I was hooked.  My Corgi toys became racing cars. 

I had an elder brother, he was hooked on it too, but circuit racing wasn’t my first love, rallying was.  You 
had to use your brain as well as the car. 

The first thing I did officially was as a control official for London 
Sydney Marathon in 1968. My brother and I did a control in the 
Flinders Rangers. My brother also got involved with RMIT Car Club 
and I just followed from there. I grew up through the Uni car club 
structure, which was really good back then. 

I promised my parents I wouldn’t compete while at Uni, except I 
navigated a few times without them knowing. 

The week after I graduated I bought the car that won the Victorian 
Championships the year before. I kept my promise, but then once I 
got my degree, that was it. 

 

How did your rallying and racing journey lead to you the Benalla 
Auto Club? 

I moved from Melbourne to Wangaratta when I bought a pharmacy 
business in 1982. I also had a problem with my rallying, in that when I 
competed in my third event, I placed. By placing, it gave you a 
classification which then meant you couldn’t compete in the lesser 
events, you had to compete at championship level, that’s how they 

Bruce in serious Steward mode 



ran it back then, so I got bumped up and suddenly as a novice I could only compete in state events, so 
that’s what I did. 

It led to North Eastern Car Club where I started competing in the Riverina Series and Australian 
Championships.  

In 1986 I was president of North Eastern Car Club, then one of the guys on the committee of the BAC, 
said ‘why don’t you come over with us?’ I was already a member, so I stuck my hand up, got on the 
committee and the rest is history (President from 1990 – 2013)  

 

Why did you want to get involved at this level? 

From a business perspective, I was involved with the Pharmacy Guild as a rural representative, and 
since moving from the city I could see this disparity between what was available to rural people and 
metropolitan people.   

I had a view that as close to Melbourne as we are there’s no reason why our area couldn’t enjoy all the 
facilities that Melbourne had and that includes easy access to entertainment, such as motorsport. 

I could see early on how important Winton Raceway was to the area and once the Australian Touring 
Car Championship got going and we became a regular feature on the calendar, it was very clear what 
the economic impact was and the importance of the sport to the entire area. Apart from that, it was 
just plain fun.  That was the motivation, get involved, do it and do it well. 

There were a lot of demons in the club back then – there was a view that we shouldn’t get too big. But 
I had a view that the only way was up. If we sat there and said things like, ‘no we’re not going to make 
all these improvements to make it suitable for what became Supercars’, then you’re just treading 
water and if you’re treading water you’re really going backwards. 

Mick Ronke (former CEO) and I had an incredible rapport. He got me. I think I got him and what we 
could do together. In many ways I was the respectable prop, wearing a collar, tie and suit. Mind you he 
also sent me in to do some of his dirty work too, which I did pretty well – like argue, which I still do to 
this day. 

 

You’re well known for your straight talking – are there any stoushes in particular you’d like to share?   

One of the classic lines I was absolutely hated for was during the period of the Winton Action Group 
which was saying ‘we’re going to lobby to get Winton Raceway shut down because it’s interfering with 
the primary school’.  

So I said ‘well I’m terribly sorry to tell you this, but we’re going to lobby to get the primary school shut 
down so that it can’t interfere with Winton Raceway,’ 

It was at a public meeting, so there was absolute outrage. I then gave a speech, saying it was almost 
child abuse not to send your children into Benalla to be educated, ‘how dare you have your kids 
interacting with only five other children at the Winton Primary School, it should have been shut down 
years ago.’ 

People were thinking, ‘I can’t believe this bloke’. I won the day. Did I mean what I said? No, but I won 
the day.   

Winton Primary School is still there and they’re our best friend. It still gets talked about, ‘that rotten 
person from Winton who nearly shut down the school’, that was me. I needed to prove a point. The 
meeting was getting dangerous, so I got it off track. Then the talk was all about whether we’d keep 
Winton Primary School, nothing to do with the issues of the raceway. 
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What have been the greatest achievements of BAC in your time? 

The circuit extensions and the work that went into that and holding off opposition to it.  

In many ways the greatest achievement was pushing the agenda to get stuff done. I didn’t paint the lines 
on the road, but I made sure the structure was such that the lines could be painted on the road. 

Government interaction wasn’t Mick’s strength, so I did a lot of lobbying and liaising with politicians. I’d 
get sent to meetings with Ministers, and still do, as part of my role with the Pharmacy Guild, and I’d 
always end up talking about Winton rather than the Pharmacy Guild.  

I’ve actually got a meeting with Bridget McKenzie, (Minister for Sport, Rural Health and Regional 
Communications) next week – and you know what’s going to come up? 

 

You’ve played a major role in the growth of the Australian Auto-Sport Alliance, how has that journey 
been? 

In the early days of the AASA, as one of the guys on the ground, it was a challenge in that you had a 
whole new system that challenged 50 years of CAMS and we were accepted and it worked. Everyone 
shrugged their shoulders and said, it’s different but it works. That was difficult. I found that challenging, 
being a front man. 

CAMS weren’t as aggressive back then, they were aggressive in a legal sense, but they actually made 
jokes about AASA.  I don’t think they saw the threat that it was in its Mark II version. 

The thing that woke them up was when Mick obtained the Targa Tas for a four year contact in 2008, they 
really realised that AASA was a threat to them 

The first AASA race meeting outside of Winton was at Calder and I was the Clerk of Course and there 
were a lot of blokes there who hadn’t competed at Winton, so they never knew who I was.  

I said, ‘I’m Bruce Robertson, your Clerk of Course – think of me as your customer service officer’, and 
everyone went ‘what? Customer service?’ and the rest is history. 

It’s all about customer service. People are spending their hard earned money. It’s the same as buying 
movie tickets and expecting to be entertained for a few hours. 

Motorsport is day care for adults, so you’ve got to look after them, you’ve got to make sure they have a 
good time, they’ve got to tell people you were fantastic and they had a wonderful race meeting. That’s 
how we built the brand.  

We’re not here to interfere, we’re here to help you get to the end game and that is getting lots of 
customers competing in your event, having a great time - and it’s safe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce in his 2 Celicas (GT4’s) at Winton 
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What are you most proud of? 

Economically getting the club to 
where it is today.  

In the last couple of years I’ve sat 
there (in the boardroom), ex-officio, 
and said, ‘don’t you bastards pat 
yourselves on the back until you beat 
the 2010 result’, as in net profit for 
the group, and they did it this past 
year, they got there – and they’ll 
certainly do it this year. I sat there 
and said, ‘you guys have arrived’. 

That economic contribution – 
everyone looks at the multipliers 7 
times, sometimes 10 times, so that’s 
7 million dollars in economic activity 
back to the community directly – I 
think it would be more than that 
now. 

I’m also proud of providing such fun 
for so many participants. From a 
selfish point of view, I don’t have to 
drive far to get my motorsport jollies 
– it sure beats driving to Sandown 
and Phillip Island.  I still occasionally 
compete at a sprint meeting, time 
allowing. 

Winton is seen as a leader in the area. The AASA has given tracks like Wilby confidence to seal. The aim is 
to make North East Victoria the centre of motorsport excellence. 

The opportunity to buy Wakefield also cemented BAC’s position away from being a one track trick.  

 

Do you think BAC has slipped under the radar in many ways? 

Oh god yeah. Everyone thinks we’re country hicks. Never show how clever you are, never. It’s like the 
smiling assassin.  

Now we’ve got Chris Lewis-Williams (CEO), and he’s obviously strategic and very clever, but beforehand 
CAMS didn’t see us as terribly clever, including me – not that I think I’m terribly clever, I just do stuff, and 
think things through. 

We’ve just got where we are through plain hard work and strategic thinking. Asking ourselves, ‘What’s 
best for the club and how do we grow this?’  

Clearly I am a rock, an unmovable rock in some ways, but if you’re going to do stuff, you’ve got to do it 
for a long time, and play the long game. 

The 6 rally cars that Bruce used in the Australian Rally  

Championship over 18 years 



Steven Zammit’s 

winning truck 

Aussie Driver Search 

Pics by Glenys 



Hi BAC Members, 

I hope everyone has been safe and well since our last edition of Pitstop. 

May and June have been huge. This year’s Supercars event was definitely one of the biggest for 

many years. Our camp ground was extended yet again to accommodate the growing demand. We 

opened an extra 80 sites of which 65 were sold. That takes it to a massive 650 sites sold for this 

year’s event. The small crew at Winton have worked tirelessly to make the Supercars event grow 

and we are now starting to reap the rewards.  Our Merchandise area on the Motorkhana pad also 

continues to grow each year with all exhibitors and patrons saying what a great weekend they had. 

The Saturday night live Mini concert was also a great success with over 200 patrons attending. Next 

year this will continue to grow with the early announcement that popular band ABSOLUTELY 80’s 

will perform at next year’s event. This band features some of the great names from bands of the 

80’s era. More to come on this soon. Overall the Supercars weekend was an outstanding success 

and we are already planning for next year. 

Straight after Supercars we had the 42nd running of Historic Winton run by the Austin 7 club. There were over 400 classic bikes 

and cars competing over the weekend. The weather was fine for the first time in years and produced some great racing and a 

very enjoyable weekend. Crowds were up on the past years mainly due to the great weather as well. 

Winton also hosted the regional TAFE skills expo for the second year seeing a large amount of displays and trade skills options 

for the students to experience. This event continues to grow, and organizers have already booked for next year. June also saw 

the Hume region Cross Country Championships run on part of the race track and through the camp ground. There were more 

than 1000 budding champions competing in the event, with lots of parents and family along to support them as well. 

Round 2 of our own Hi-Tec Drift Allstars was also held in June with many of the best drifters in Australia attending. The next 

round will be run at Queensland Raceway in August. 

Other events that were held at Winton included the Aussie Drivers Search where are few of our regular competitors went 

through to the last round.  Vic State Racing also returned mid June with 160 entrants. They were greeted with some very 

ordinary weather that made for a careful weekend of racing. Round 3 of the Winton Pedders Sprints was also held with over 

90 entries. We have always struggled for numbers over this winter round so it was good to see so many brave the elements. 

The AMRS Series continued its road trip on the June long weekend. This time it was to one of Australian Motorsports best kept 

secrets - Morgan Park Raceway in Warwick Queensland. The track is fantastic to drive on and every competitor was pleasantly 

surprised at how good it was. This round saw just on 100 entrants over 6 categories. GT One Australian continue to be the 

premier class well supported by Mazda RX8 series, Legend Cars, Formula 3 and 3 local classes. The next round of AMRS will be 

at Wakefield Park on August 17th, 18th,19th . The TransAM 2 category makes a welcome return as well as all other regular 

categories.  

We now go into another very busy period with Winton Winter Challenge, the Speedway Street Stock Tarmac Nationals and the 

return of RallyX Aus. Moving on from that we have the ever popular Festival of Speed in early August along with round 4 of the 

Winton Pedders Sprints, Shannons Nationals, ASBK and the next Super truck round. 

With the news that our long standing event Winton Performance Car Mania has been cancelled we will be running an enduro 

round for the ever popular Vic. TT series on the Saturday September 22nd. 

Make sure you get out to the Nations Action Track to check it all out. 

A special thanks to our small team of dedicated staff that makes this place keep growing. Also to all our volunteers and officials 

that brave the elements almost every weekend to make it happen. 

Until next time!! 

Stay safe race 

fans!!      

Wayne. 
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BENALLA AUTO CLUB MEMBERS ONLY  
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Harry Seaman  -  Hazard 

Jak

AUSTIN   7   HISTORICS   AT   WINTON 

Photos by Judi McDonald 



AUSTIN   7   HISTORICS   AT   WINTON 

Photos by Judi McDonald 
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AUSTIN   7   HISTORICS   AT   WINTON 

Photos by  

Judi McDonald 
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AUSTIN   7   HISTORICS   AT   WINTON 

Photos by  

Judi McDonald 
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Winton Historics 

Karl Phillipson Optikal Photo Imaging 
Telephone: 03 5757 6330    Web: www.optikal.com.au 

Instagram: @optikalphoto    Facebook: http://fb.me/optikalphoto 
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Winton Historics 

Karl Phillipson Optikal Photo Imaging 
Telephone: 03 5757 6330    Web: www.optikal.com.au 

Instagram: @optikalphoto    Facebook: http://fb.me/optikalphoto 
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WAKEFIELD PARK MOTOR RACE SERIES RD 2 

Photos by Judi McDonald 
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WAKEFIELD PARK MOTOR RACE SERIES RD 2 

Photos by Judi McDonald 
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FIRST AID COURSE 
Winton Raceway are offering BAC 

members the chance to do a first aid 

course at a bargain rate: 

July 25 

12pm-2pm  - CPR only $85 

2pm-6pm  - CPR+Basic First Aid $125 
 

Call Sharon 0357 607100 

See the complete 

range at 

Www.benallaautoclub.com.au 

Order Online  

or 

call   0357607102 
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Special thanks to Wrap 2 Race for sponsoring 
the 1st place winners of the Joss Group  Winton 
300  

A 

M 

R 

S 
Rd 1 Winton 

Photos Judi McDonald 

 

WINTON  
 

SUPERSPRINT 

 

Pics by  

 

Glenys 
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WINTON  

SUPERSPRINT 
Pics courtesy of  

Adam Olive 

@adam_olive 
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Photos by Judi McDonald 
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Winton Supersprint 

SUPPORT CATEGORIES 



 

Photos by Judi McDonald 
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Winton Supersprint 
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Pics by Judi McDonald 

 

Photos by Judi McDonald 
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Winton Supersprint 
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Photos by Judi McDonald 



 

 48 

 

Winton Supersprint 
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Photos by Judi McDonald 
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Winton Supersprint 

Karl Phillipson Optikal Photo Imaging 
Telephone: 03 5757 6330    Web: www.optikal.com.au 

Instagram: @optikalphoto    Facebook: http://fb.me/optikalphoto 
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 Winton Supersprint 

Karl Phillipson Optikal Photo Imaging 
Telephone: 03 5757 6330    Web: www.optikal.com.au 

Instagram: @optikalphoto    Facebook: http://fb.me/optikalphoto 
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Dylan’s racing career started with Karting and Speedway and when his Dad, Rudi, 

began coming to  

Winton in 2016, Dylan joined the Junior Scholarship Program through Winton Race-

way in conjunction with the Pedder’s “No Bull” Sprint Series.  

 

Dylan finished on a high in 2017 finishing 1
st
 Place in the Juniors on 144 points for 

the Series, taking home 4 x 1
st
 place and 1x 2

nd
 place trophies in 2017 at Winton.  

 

2018 was going to be a big year for Dylan, he just didn’t know it. Now an appren-

tice Plumber with the love of cars, tinkering in the shed with his Dad, he came 

along to the Sprints Round 1, and Round 2.  Round 3 saw Dylan stepping up into 

the Modified Class, when he turned 18 in June.  He has constant support from his 

Dad and Mum  

 

On Monday the 25
th

 of June, Dylan attended the Aussie Driver Search at Winton 

Raceway, with his Dad by his side, capturing the moment Dylan experienced his 

first drive in a Supercar as well as a Toyota 86 and Aussie Ute. “Drivers are judged 

by experienced race drivers with the top handful of drivers progressing onto the 

elimination rounds free of charge to drive more race cars. Talented drivers are se-

lected as winners of the various competitions at our finale and receive further 

drives in racing categories courtesy of Aussie Driver Search.” 

 

Winton received a very exciting phone call on Tuesday afternoon from Dad Rudi 

saying he was pleased to announce that Dylan had Qualified in the Aussie Driver 

Search Competition and will be competing at the Qualifying Round at Wakefield in 

December.   

 

We have watched Dylan compete in the Winton Sprints series as a part of the Win-

ton Scholarship scheme and now  watching him grow in motorsport and taking 

part in the Driver Search has been pretty amazing. We are very excited to see 

where he goes and wish him all the best of luck. We will keep you updated. 

Winton is very lucky with the young talent we have here and that is growing, Zak-

kary Best, is another young gun who Qualified as well in the Aussies Driver Search 

and he will also be heading alongside Dylan to the Qualifying round in December at 

Wakefield.  We are very excited and can’t wait to update the members on our 

Young Achievers. 
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Candice Webster has hit the ground running at WPM, ensuring we are gain-

ing the maximum exposure in the lead up to all our events both during the 

weekend and especially weekend race meetings. 

  

Candice has a background in sales, finance and management. After be-

ing within her family business running a motel locally for 19 years as well as 

working for some large corporations in that time Candice has gained a 

wide business knowledge focusing on the local market.  

 

Candice has already launched WPM into the 21st century with initiating In-

stagram for the venue, which has already opened doors to a new genera-

tion of car enthusiasts. 

“I am really excited to be working at Wakefield Park and implement so 

many new ideas to the venue”.  

“In my precious roles, I was very hands on with the marketing/sales compo-

nent of the business increasing sales every year and working with our team 

to build a respected brand”.  

“Whilst I still to learning about WPM events in its entirety, there is so much 

opportunity for us even in the short term to make sure we are capitalising 

on opportunities at the venue” 

  

We welcome Candice and her 

bubbly personality to WPM and 

the BAC group and wish her 

well in the role moving forward. 
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Wakefield Park Up & Coming Events 
www.wakefieldpark.com.au 

July 2018 

3rd July 2018 – WPM Ride Day  

6th July 2018 – Test & Tune/Speed off the Street 

8th July 2018 – WPM Ride Day  

12th July 2018 – WPM Ride Day 

13th July 2018 – Test & Tune/Speed off the Street  

19th July 2018 – WPM Track Day  

20th July 2018 – Test & Tune 

21st & 22nd July 2018 – Cams NSW Motor Race Championships Round 5 

27th July 2018 – Test & Tune 

30th July 201 – WPM Ride Day  

August 2018 

3rd August 2018 – Test & Tune 

5th August 2018 – Marulan/WPM Sprint 

9th August 2018 – Test & Tune/Speed off the Street 

13th August 2018 - WPM Track Day  

16th August 2018 – WPM Ride Day 

17th August 2018 – Test & Tune 

18th & 19th August 2018 – Australia Motor Racing Series 

22nd August 2018 – Test & Tune/Speed off the Street 

23rd August 2018 – WPM/Trackschool Day  

25th August 2018 – WPM Track Day  

29th August 2018 – WPM Ride Day  

30th August 2018 – Test & Tune/Speed off the Street 



 

 

AMRS AT MORGAN PARK 

Pics by Sarah 

Ackerly 
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HUME REGION SCHOOLS  

CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIP 

Pics by Glenys 

Pics 
By 

Sarah 
Ackerly 
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Winton 

Sprints 

Rd 3 
Pics by Judi McDonald 
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FAMILY AFFAIR 

 
 

1st Class M  ~ Vic 
Draper 3.09.8300 
 
2nd Class M ~ Harry 
Draper 3.11.2440 
 
2nd Class A  ~ Liam 
Draper 
 
2nd Class J   ~ Lucas 
Draper 

It was a cold morning, the sun was trying to poke through, but it did not 
stop the 89 competitors turning out for another cracking Sprint event.  We 
even had a visit from Lightning McQueen thanks to BAC member  

Benny James 
 

Round 3 of  the Pedder’s “No Bull” Sprint Series kicked off  on Saturday 23rd 
of  June with some fast times in the First Session.  We had a couple of  the 
Juniors stepping up in to Modified Class, New Juniors, and even a Great 
Family day out. 
 

The Draper family from Victoria, made this a special weekend with  

brother along with Uncles and nephews. And what an end Result they got. 
Vic Draper taking home 1st Place in the modified Class, followed closely be-
hind him was Harry Draper, 2nd Place in Modified. Liam Draper taking 2nd 
Place in Class A in his Datsun 1600. And First sprint event for Lucas Draper 
in hi Mitsubishi Evo taking home 2nd Place in the Junior Class. I think there 
all “going straight to the Pool Room” 
 

BAC Member Wayne Croxford drew the short straw sharing his car with his 
two sons, Russell and Luke, and was made to go in the quickest group. Now 
the battle is between Wayne and his oldest son Russell both on 48 points 
for the series. We will have to see what Round 4 and 5 bring to the table. 
 

Round 4 of  the Pedder’s Sprints Series is on Sunday 19th of  August, and 
this could be the Battle between the families. One not to be missed at the 
Action Track. 

Winton Sprints Rd 3  Report & pics by Sarah Ackerly 
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Hi-Tec Drift @ Winton 
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41 Fox St, Winton Vic 3673 

Phone: 0357 607 100 

Www.wintonraceway.com.au 
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WINTON SETTING THE BENCHMARK? 

Posted by Richard Craill May 25, 2018  in The Race 

Torque.Com 

A FEW weeks ago The Race Torque explored some options 
about how to grow Phillip Island’s annual leg of the Virgin 
Australia Supercars Championship. 

Our concerns were centered around the fact the event has no real unique selling point, outside of the 

grand nature of the circuit itself. It was our argument that such a location deserved something special, 

something unique, to add to the experience of going to one of the best tracks in the land. 

Which is interesting in itself, because just a few hours up the Hume Highway another regional circuit is 

kicking goals – and they’ve not needed a unique format with which to do it. 

Take a look at the Winton round on paper and you could be excused for finding reasons to miss the trip 

towards the borderlands. For starters, the date places it on the edge of a Victorian Winter at a location 

100km from the snowfields. It’s generally chilly and if it’s not raining, it’s close to it. 

The round is just one month after Phillip Island and only two after the Grand Prix – making it a busy and 

potentially expensive eight-week period for Victorian fans. The schedule is nothing spectacular; with a 

standard SuperSprint event format. A decent, if not overwhelming, support program. And that’s about it. 

And as a circuit while it has charm it is most certainly not Phillip Island. 

Yet the Benalla Auto Club has managed to do what few other permanent venues have been able to do 

lately: They’ve grown their event. The BAC has been smart in their approach. For starters, they have date 

equity; people can lock the mid-may weekend into their calendar year on year. If they need to take leave 

from work, they can pencil that in early and plan well ahead. 

Secondly, they’ve played to their strengths – notably, the opportunity to grow the camping. 

We’re told the circuit this year sold more than 670 campsites for the weekend, well from last year and even 

notably more than the year prior. That’s about 3,000 people locked in for the three-days – a turn-key at-

tendance to start your event with. 

By building in things like a Saturday night concert and friendly 

service (we were told people in the line waiting to get into the 

campsite were keen to get to the front to say ‘hello’ to the person 

coordinating it all, because they’d dealt with her throughout the 

whole process) the circuit has grown a loyal base of those who 

return each year. 

It’s the kind of thing Bathurst has had for decades and that works 

pretty well. 

This year the event also boosted their off-track offerings; putting 

more emphasis on merchandise alley and other activities for fam-

ilies. 

Punters? At a motor sport event? Say 

it ain’t so! This was Saturday; Sunday 

was bigger. PIC: Dirk Klynsmith / 

TCM 
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They also engaged local radio advertising to target the key 

audiences in Shepparton, the Albury-Woodonga region, 

Wangaratta and surrounds. 

Engaging the local Member for Northern Victoria, Jaclyn 

Symes, has also led to governmental support as a major 

regional event, a smart tactic given the desire of city-based 

governments to show they are trying to support the regional 

areas. 

(That’s the same reason, amongst others, that the South 

Australian Government was eager to support The Bend Mo-

torsport Park, too). 

The net result was an attendance visually larger than the 

last few years and a true country festival style feel. This despite the weather and the brilliant, wall-to-wall 

coverage now available on Fox Sports at each round. 

It’s become the Winton event’s unique selling point compared to any other circuit on the calendar and the 

reason it should remain on the schedule long-term. 

The term ‘heartland fans’ got thrown around a lot last weekend and though its somewhat cliche’ it is accu-

rate. 

This year marked the second of the three-year agreement the BAC and Supercars inked to continue the 

event. And though we understand the event is not a significant (if at all) money-maker for the promoter, it 

remains important; last year’s economic impact report indicated it dropped about $40m into the region. 

It’s also a ‘halo’ event for the circuit that maintains its visibility: You can make cash on a club event or 

practice day, but no-one watches. Getting eyeballs on, and people in to the venue remains important for 

businesses. 

For Supercars, the event must be considered important in that it retains contact with the fans that have 

supported the category since day dot. For every Townsville or Newcastle, there needs to remain a Winton 

to balance the equation and prove the category can still touch those who can’t get to a street circuit event. 

The success at Winton is such that it would be worth those who promote similar events in regional areas – 

Ipswich and The Bend, in particular –  taking note. 

In an era where, for the most part, sporting attendance levels are decreasing Winton’s efforts to build their 

May event are notable and commendable. 

They’ve turned what may otherwise be considered an ho-hum event at a circuit that is most definitely not 

Phillip Island into something that is succeeding – and that’s a great story for our game. 

It’s even enough to make the mind-numbing schlep up the most boring freeway in the country worth the 

trip – and that’s saying something. 

WORDS: Richard Craill 

IMAGES: Dirk Klynsmith / V8 Touring Cars / Touring Car Masters. 

Camping is key: Record numbers this year 

enhances the crowd, and bottom line. 

PIC: Dirk Klynsmith / TCM 
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2018 Calendar 

March 9-11 Winton Raceway 

April 6-8  Mallala 

June 8-10  Morgan Park 

Aug 17-19  Wakefield Park 

Oct 26-28  Sydney Motorsport Park 

Nov 16-18  Winton Raceway 


